Round Goby WATCH




How to Identify a Round Goby (adult shown)

General Characteristics
No other native fish in the Great Lakes has the single pelvic fin
Young are solid slate gray
Usually 3-6 inches (7.6 - 15.2 cm) long; may be up to 10 inches (25.4 cm)




The Round Goby

The round goby may pose i serious threat to North American water
ceosystems, with patential impacts onsport and commercial fishing
Since its discovery in the St Clair River in 1990, this botom-dwelling
tish has rapidly spread o many areas of the Great Lukes. Onee
established. populations fypically increase quickly. The round goby
can displace native fish, cal their eges and young, take over oplimg il
habitat. spawn multiple tmes a seison, and survive in POOE guradiny
water == giving them a competitive advamtage,

Anglers. commercial fishermen. and fishery professionuls should know
how o dennty the round gobv. Olten.anglers are the first w discover
round gobies because these sssive fishoare commonly caught by
hook and Tine. Your help is vied o report new sightings and 1o prevent
their spread.

What you can do
o Learn o whentty the round goby (see back cover)

= Always dewm water from vour boat, hivewell, and bilae betore
leaving any waler access,

e Alwiys dispose ot your unwanted buit on Lnd,

o Never dip your batt bucket into i lake or river il his water in it
from another

» Never dump live fish from one body of water inte another

« I you catch a round goby in the Great Lakes or in other waters.
KL trecze i and call Hiinois=Indiana Sea Grant Extension in
Zion, 1L (8471 8728677, the linois Dept. ol Naturial Resources
Division of Fisheries in Des Plaimes, e (8471 29441 34 or the
Indiana Depr. of Natural Resources Division of Fish and Wildlite in
Indisnapolis, IN (3171 2324094 Do not throw it back alive!

REMINDER:  Know the rules!

Round goby specimens are needed to confirm sightings, but many
Great Lakes jurisdictions have different rules regarding possession
and transport. Always contact your local natural resource manage-
ment ageney for instructions. Never transport a live round goby.
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